











Bali	 Nine	 convicted	 drug	 traffickers,	 who	 was	 executed	 on	 29	 April	 2015	 while	 he	 was	 in	
Kerobokan	 Prison.	 The	 strong	 colours	 and	 thick	 oil	 paint	 of	 his	 works,	 a	 style	 chosen	 by	




The	 fact	 that	prisoners	on	death	 row	have	access	 to	such	an	art	program	raises	an	 important	
question:	 what	 are	 these	 programs	 designed	 to	 do?	 Do	 they	 provide	 a	 humane	 avenue	 for	








Consisting	 of	 17	 chapters	 written	 by	 international	 scholars	 in	 criminology,	 sociology,	
humanities	and	art	education,	and	prefaced	by	a	comprehensive	introduction	by	the	editor,	this	
book	 is	 an	 impressive	 attempt	 to	 analyse	 ‘thoroughly	 and	 critically’	 (p.	 14)	 the	 complex	
relationships	between	imprisonment	and	various	art	forms,	including	architecture	(chapter	by	
Yvonne	 Jewkes),	 literature	 and	 visual	 arts	 (chapters	 by	 Eamonn	 Carrabine,	 WB	 Carnochan),	
literary	 and	 other	 writings	 (chapters	 by	 Vincenzo	 Ruggiero,	 Robert	 Johnson,	 Sarah	 Colvin),	




arts	 education	 (Rachel	Marie‐Crane	William),	 theatre	 (Aylwyn	Walsh)	 –	 as	well	 as	 systematic	
evaluations	 of	 such	 programs	 (David	 Gussak,	 Alexandra	 Cox	 and	 Loraine	 Gelsthorpe,	 Léon	









It	 is	 not	 surprising	 that	 Cheliotis’	 own	 analysis	 of	 arts‐in‐prisons	 programs	 is	 critical,	 well‐
argued	and	 incisive.	With	 the	dramatic	 increase	 in	 the	use	of	 imprisonment	worldwide,	 there	
has	been	a	rise	in	arts‐in‐prisons	programs,	and	a	concomitant	expansion	in	evaluation	research	





prisons	 programmes	 should	 assume	 accordingly;	 secondly,	 by	 the	 fact	 that	























Thus	 far	 this	 review	has	 focused	 on	 arts‐in‐prisons	programs	 although,	 as	mentioned	before,	
these	are	by	no	means	the	central	concerns	of	this	rich	and	diverse	volume.	Readers	would	find	
Jewkes’	 chapter	 on	 the	 architecture	 of	 incarceration	 –	 the	 ‘deliberate	 designing‐in’	 of	
disenchantment	 –	 informative	 as	 well	 as	 depressing.	 Carrabine’s	 chapter	 provides	 an	
impressive	overview	of	how	 imprisonment	has	been	represented	 in	 literature,	visual	arts	and	
media	arts,	and	a	suggestion	of	how	public	 indifference	to	the	pain	of	 imprisonment	might	be	
overcome	through	‘an	education	in	sentiment’	(p.	69).	The	next	section	of	the	book	includes	four	
chapters	 that	 present	 ‘case	 studies	 where	 the	 arts	 have	 been	 used	 …	 to	 inform	 public	
consciousness	about	the	inhumanities	and	inequalities	served	by	and	through	imprisonment’	(p.	
15).	 These	 case	 studies	 include	 literary	 works	 such	 as	 Victor	 Hugo’s	 Les	Misérables,	 Octave	
Mirbeau’s	Torture	Garden,	and	Tennessee	Williams’	Not	About	Nightingales;	documentaries	such	
as	Frederick	Wiseman’s	Titicut	Follies	and	Errol	Morris’	Standard	Operating	Procedure;	and	hip	
hop	 music	 and	 culture	 in	 the	 US.	 There	 are	 also	 five	 chapters	 presenting	 examples	 of	 how	
prisoners	 engage	with	 various	 art	 forms	 as	 a	 response	 or	 resistance	 to	 imprisonment.	 These	
include	the	drawings	of	the	Austrian	artist	Egon	Schiele,	 ‘rebetika’	songs	in	Greek	prisons,	and	
creative	writing	and	autobiographies	of	prisoners.	These	chapters	are	variously	rich,	scholarly	
or	 disturbing;	 all	 are	 essential	 reading	 for	 understanding	 the	 power	 and	 responsibility	 of	
representing	and	responding	to	prisons	and	imprisonment.		
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